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littlegreenmenin
silversuits

actually exist?

Or do we take

ourBuckRogerscomicstooseriously?

Fromthe
increasing

numberof reportsof
U.F.O.'s

—
unidentifiedflyingobjects

— we mightbe
forgiven

for
thinkingthatperhapsthey
might.
Someweeksagoin

Taradale

New
Zealand,

two
terrified

youthsleaptfromtheircaron-
ly

seconds before
it

crashed

througha fruitshopwindow.
Stilltrembling

withfearthey
latertoldtwo

startledpolice-

menofhowtheywerebeing
chased

by a
flying saucerwhich

repeatedly
divedat theircar.

On a
previous night,theysaid

theyhadheardan
explosion

neara
rubbishdumpandsaw

an enormous flashingobject

risefromthe ground.Other
Taradaleresidentsconfirmed
havingseen

'saucers'

andflash-

inglights

inthenightskyand
hearingominousrumblingsin
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It is
understood

thatthe
insurance

companyhandlingthe
crashdamageclaimhas

accepted

theflyingsaucerstory.
A

seniorexecutive

of the company

saidhe neverthoughthe
wouldseethedaywhenflying
saucerswouldaddto roadhaz-

relation

to claimsso we might

as wellacceptthisonetoo."Probably

H.G.
Wells'book

'Warof the
Worlds'firststart-

ed
peoplewonderingaboutthe

existence

of flyingsaucersand
weirdmen fromother

galaxies.

Published

in 1898,thenovel
described

thesuddenandawful
invasion

of Earthby huge
spaceshipscontainingmonst-

rous
creatures

fromanother

planet.Shortlyafterthe book's
publication,

the leadingnews-
papers

ofthedaywere
flooded

withdramatic accountsfrom
peoplewho had

witnessed
see-

ing'giantsilverrobotshover-

ing in
moon-machines.'
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actorOrsonWellesshocked
Americawitha

nation-wide

radio broadcast.Pretending

thathis
programme

wasa news
bulletin,

he brokeintoan on-the-spot broadcast

withthe

theroofand
sometimesright

through
theroof.Damagedfur-

niture

is
anotherresult

of the
earthquake

butin one
instance

furniture
cameout

unscathed,

thiswaswhenan
internaltim-

berframeprotected

thefurni
turenearit

whiletherestof
thebrickandstonehomecoll-

apsedruiningother
furniture.

A
commonsightto seeis

timberframedverandahsbeing
pulleddownbecausethe build-

ingto whichtheywereattach-

ed wasbrickor
masonry

and
had

collapsed.

The Ministerfor Housing,

Mr D. O'Neil,in
Parliament

recently pointed

outthata tim-

ber framedcountryhomewas
22%

cheaper

to buildthana
brickhouseof

similar design.
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$10in
maintenance

cost- the
timberframebeingthe dearer

- butwith22%
savings

in the
original coststhe

question

ofmaintenance

on timberframe
homesis

negligible.

The
initial

savings

by
building

in timber

frameare
sufficient

to
provide

insulation,maintenance,

air conditioning

andruntheaircon-ditioner

for50
yearsandstill

be in
pocket.

invaded
by scoresof

spaceships

and hoardsof
horrible

men
fromMars.Wildscenes

of pub-

licchaosandpanicfollowed

al-
most

immediately,

as people

fledfromcity
buildings

and
wholetownsprepared

to evac-
uate.

Itwasalmosttwodays
beforethe

gigantichoaxwasfinallyrevealed

and thingsgot
backto

normal. Needless

to
say,Mr. Welleswas

unavail-

ablefor
comment

forsome
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weeks.
Another

manwhocauseda
flyingsaucersensation

was Mr.
GeorgeAdamski,an American

outerspace
enthusiast.

He cat-
apultedhimselfintothehead-

linesin 1952,whenhe
publish-

ed
photographs

of flyingsauc-

erswhichclaimed, landednear
his

property.

He latertoldhow
hewas

invited

to takea ride

in oneby somemidgetspace

menfromVenus.
Shortlyafter

his
photographs

and writings

werehandedoverto theAmer-

ican State
Administration

in
1954,threeU.S.Navyplanes
reportedthattheywerepursu-

ed by
massiveflyingsaucers

forovera
distance

of 200miles.

And what aboutAustralia?

Do we havespacemenvisiting

us too?Sixteenboysat a Mel-
bourneschoolrecently watched

er"asbigasa
house"landed

thentookofffroma
paddock

adjoiningtheirschool.Separa-
tedfor

questioning
afterthey
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had
reported

the
incident,

each
gavethesame

account

of the
sighting

and sixteenidentical

drawingswere
submitted

as ad-ditional evidence.

On
closerandmore

friendly

termswithour
visitorsfrom

outerspaceis a womanwho
Iivein

Newtown, N.S.W.She
claimsshehas

actually receiv-

ed
lettersfrom"spacebeings"

whonowresidepermanently

inAustralia.
The letters,written

on
parchment,containa mass

of goldsymbols
and

drawings

which,

as she
explained

to a
skeptictelevisionaudiencein
Sydney,revealamazingpredic-

tionsfor
Australia's future.

She didn'tsay whatthesepre-
dictionswere.Meanwhile,

her
nextdoor

neighbour

is worried

thatthe "spacebeings"might
deliverthe letters personally

onenightandcrashtheirflying
saucerintoher house.Seeking

heradvicefromher
insurance

company,she was
considerably

calmed
to learnthatunderher

Householder'sand Howseown-
ers'Policyshewas

covered

a-
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ial
devices,

or
articlesdropped

therefrom."


